NiCl 2 (0.06 g, 0.2 mmol) dissolved in ethanol (10 mL), was added to sodium o-aminobenzenesulfonate (0.15 g, 0.8 mmol) to give a clear green solution. The mixture was added to asolution of 1,10-phenanthroline (0.135 g, 0.7 mmol) dissolved in ethanol (5 mL). The resulting red solution was kept in darkness in acontrolledatmosphere container equilibrated with diethyl ether vapours. After 8m onths, large red-brown block-shaped single crystals of good quality appeared.
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